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against his will, agreed that a French expeditionary
force might be sent to Syria, and that an international
commission should visit Damascus. The Sultan, for
his part, despatched Fuad Pasha as special com-
missioner armed with full powers.

Owing to his recent chance visit to the Lebanon,
Lord Dufferin was regarded by his fellow politicians
as an expert on the Near East. He was thus recom-
mended to Lord Palmerston as the ideal person to
serve as the British member of the International
Commission. He was told to leave at once for
Damascus and to get into touch with Fuad Pasha.

The general instructions which Lord Dufferin re-
ceived from Lords Palmerston and John Russell were
to the effect that, while not committing Great Britain
to any responsibilities in Syria, he should do his best
to prevent any other European Power establishing
political influence over that country. His specific task
was to fix responsibility for the massacres, to provide
for some system of government which would render
their repetition unlikely, and to reach an agreed
settlement such as would enable the French, without
too much loss of face, to withdraw their expeditionary
force.

He tackled the first of these problems with rapidity
and strength. He had reached Damascus in advance
of the other Commissioners and a more conventional
diplomatist would have waited until his colleagues had
arrived before opening negotiations with Fuad Pasha.
Lord Dufferin did not wait: he visited the Pasha
immediately. He found, as he had foreseen, that the
Sultan's envoy was quite prepared to throw the blame
either on the Druses or the Maronites, but hoped to